U.N.—The Vietnam Shadow 


By Mrs. Alexander M. White, Jr., 
Observer for the League of Women Voters at the United Nations 


April 20, 1966 


Pen Goldsburg: 1 think the smart 
thing for the United States to do is to 
notify the United Nations that we would 
like to get out of South Vietnam and 
please advise us the most orderly way to 
accomplish this. 
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April 22, 1966 


Sir: After second thought please disregard 
my letter of April 20th, about South 
Vietnam. Having come to the conclusion, 
I don’t know what the solution is. 
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We may chuckle at these two let- 
ters to U.S. Ambassador Goldberg, 
but we all share the writer’s concern. 
For the United States today, Viet- 
nam is the foreign policy issue. 

For the United Nations, Vietnam 
is only one of many trouble-spots. 
But U.S. involvement and escalation 
of the war make it one of the most 
worrisome and frustrating issues for 
the world body. 


U Thant Initiatives 


The United Nations is still unable 
to act on Vietnam, but U Thant has 
not flagged in his personal efforts to 
encourage negotiations. On Decem- 
ber 2, in accepting unanimous elec- 
tion for a second 5-year term as 
Secretary-General, he told the As- 
sembly: “I shall seize every occasion 
to recall that this war must be ended 
and I will continue to regard it as 
my duty to... help promote a solu- 
tion which will bring peace and jus- 
tice to the people of Vietnam.” 

A letter from Ambassador Gold- 
berg on December 19 indicated U-S. 
approval of U Thant’s efforts to ini- 
tiate talks between the combatants. 
Private contacts with Hanoi appear 
to continue, but U Thant has also 
been increasingly outspoken about 
the war. 

Reiterating that the United States 
must stop bombing North Vietnam 
before expecting any response from 
Hanoi, he also states three theses op- 
posed to U.S. policy on Vietnam: 
the National Liberation Front is not 
a “stooge” of Hanoi; the “domino 
theory” does not apply in Southeast 
Asia; South Vietnam is not strategi- 
cally vital to the West’s security. 


His comments may shock many 
Americans, but U Thant expresses 
the view of a majority of U.N. mem- 
bers. Old U.N. hands think such re- 
marks indicate his more active lead- 
ership; many predict that he will be 
equally frank and critical on such 
U.N. problems as peacekeeping and 
financing. 


Security Council Action 


peacekeeping efforts 
were continued through Security 
Council action. Most far-reaching 
was imposition of mandatory eco- 
nomic sanctions against Southern 
Rhodesia. The illegal white minority 
government was declared a threat to 
the peace; trade with Rhodesia was 
prohibited in oil and all key exports 
except coal. 

Debate on Arab-Israeli border in- 
cidents resulted in a Resolution cen- 
suring Israel for incursions into Jor- 
dan; the Soviet Union vetoed one 
rebuking Syria for a raid into Israel. 
Both sides have since cooperated 
with U.N. observers, and the Mixed 
Armistice Commission has met for 
the first time since 1957. 

The Security Council voted again 
to continue peacekeeping forces 
in Cyprus for another six months. 


Elsewhere, 


General Assembly Action 


In unanimous approval on Decem- 
ber 19 of the Outer Space Treaty, 
the 21st General Assembly took its 
first significant arms-control step in 
three years; 61 nations joined the 
United States in signing the treaty in 
Washington, D.C., and President 
Johnson is expected to press for early 
Senate ratification. 


The treaty declares outer space 
and celestial bodies the province of 
all mankind. Orbiting of nuclear 
weapons is prohibited, and celestial 
bodies are reserved for peaceful pur- 
poses. 

U.S.-U.S.S.R. agreement is _ be- 
lieved near on a treaty to halt spread 
of nuclear weapons, but several na- 
tions with nuclear potential hesitate 
to sign without fuller guarantees of 
their own security. 


Assembly votes on Chinese repre- 


sentation left Peking as far from a 
U.N. seat as ever, but debate revealed 
a growing desire for a constructive 
approach to the question. Albania’s 
Resolution to seat the People’s Re- 
public of China and oust Nationalist 
China was defeated (46-57), as was 
Italy’s proposal for a study commit- 
tee (34-62). 


Special Session 


A General Assembly special ses- 
sion scheduled for April will con- 
sider recommendations of the 14- 
nation ad hoc Committee on South- 
west Africa. Also on the agenda is a 
Canadian Resolution to reaffirm the 
Assembly’s peacekeeping role and to 
set up a model scale for sharing 
costs of peacekeeping forces. 

U.N. meetings and action continue 
despite the cloud of the Vietnam 
war. But when the shadow lifts, the 
United Nations can again give more 
attention to the long-term needs of 
the world community. 
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